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Thoughts from the Thicket  by Graham 

Welcome to Lokation, my first edition as editor. Firstly, many thanks to Camilla my 

predecessor, I shall try to match her very high standards. Camilla is in fact leaving us in the 

summer to move up to Rutland with her family to take up a new position. As Orienteering is 

a relatively small fraternity, no doubt we will see her again at events in the future, so LΩƳ 

ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘΩs not goodbye, merely au revoir. Also many thanks to our regular contributors, in this 

issue we have Neil Brooks ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻn, John Hardy has 

a report on the Boxing Day event at Trent Park, Greg Birdseye evokes the spirit of Harold 

Macmillian with his article on the new event classifications; while Glen Jones reports on our 

new Southern Champion. Plus a few bits and pieces by me.  

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ L ŀƴŘ ŀ 

few other Lokkies went to was a new area in Essex called Writtle Forest. Instead of being 

one large forest it was in fact a couple of small woods joined together by liner strips of 

woodland. This event was notable for me in that it was a reminder that although you think 

you are in control and know what you are doing, sometimes you can completely lose the 

plot. I was going very well until the eight control, where I headed off confidently in the 

direction of the ninth which was only about 300m away. And then I got lost, really lost, as in 

I had no clue where I was, and this was in a wood only 500m x 500m. I was reduced to 

standing with the compass trying to logic iǘ ƻǳǘΣ LΩƳ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘ 

and a fence, etc, etc, do I know where I am? No. Next I tried running around to see if I could 

find a big feature, and eventually I relocated on a big junction, and then it was relatively 

straightforward. Annoyingly, later on I saw that the line on the map connecting the controls 

obscured an earth wall that would have taken me almost straight to it. So a leg I should have 

done in two minutes took almost fifteen as I spun around like a lost sock in a Laundromat.  

This experience took me back to my first ever badge event which was on Holmbury Hill, 

where most of the time I was completely lost, and out for two and a half hours. In fact that 

event was my first ever mention in Lokation, as whomever the editor was then (1988) 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ Ǝƻǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΗ ²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛǘΣ L ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  

bŜƭƭƛŜΩǎ bŀǘǘŜǊ ς The thoughts of Chairman Brooks 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ Χ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ DǊŀƘŀƳ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ new 

LOKation Editor!  Graham, as have all previous editor, rely on your stories, however vaguely 

orienteering or outdoors related, so pleae email him for the April or October edition at 

lokation@londonorienteering.co.uk 

April heralds the beginning-of-the-end of the main O season, as the bracken and brambles 

start to take hold on the woods and forests that are our staple Sunday SE England terrain.  

.ǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ΨǎǇǊƛƴǘΩ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ the moors and 

fells further afield, I think we should reflect on recent LOK successes at the national event 

held at Hambledon, Oxfordshire.  Whilst not everyone wants (or needs!) to challenge 

mailto:lokation@londonorienteering.co.uk


themselves with the extra pressure of competing against the best in their class, the fact that 

25 LOKies could be found at this Thames-side event, more than would normally turn-up to a 

Sunday event, does suggest that there is an appetite for such a challenge!  Below highlights 

ƻǳǊ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ Χ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ΧΦ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΗ 

 

Do you take your competition personally?  This last season I have found myself checking the 

ǎǘŀǊǘ ƭƛǎǘǎΣ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ όƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ aŀǊǘƛƴ ŀƴŘ 

Richard Hime, and Jon /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊύ Χ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ L 

ŎƻƳŜΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ όL ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΗύΦ  !ƴŘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ΧΧ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ 

that ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ол ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƛƴƛ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΩ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΗ   ¢ƻ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ 

this form of personal competition against those you know and recognise adds to my 

ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ Χ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎΚ 

It is said that an army marches on its stomŀŎƘ ΧΦ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀ Ŏƭǳō ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊǎ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΗ  

LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ [hY ƛǎ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ΧΦ 

ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ΧΦ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

involved in this memorable occasion! 

 



Forthcoming Club Events by Neil 

Park Race 2011 

 

You may recall that 2010 saw LOK and SLOW putting on the inaugural Park Race series 

(http://parkrace.org/ύ Χ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΗ  ²hilst we (and SLOW) 

grapple with the permission process at what seems like every London Borough, I think we 

can start to publicise the following dates (LOK will use 4 of our 5 dates):  

Tue 17 May ς Bushy Park (SLOW) 

Tue 31 May ς 2 Peckham Rye (SLOW)? 

Thu 9 June ς 3 Finsbury Park (LOK)? 

Tue 14 June ς 4 Wormwood Scrubs (SLOW) 

Tue 21 June ς Ham Riverside (SLOW) 

Thu 23 June - Regent's Park (LOK) 

Tue 28 June ς 6 Battersea Park (SLOW) 

Tue 5 July - 7 Wanstead Flats (CHIG) 

Thu 7 July ς Horsenden Hill (LOK) 

Thu 14 July ς 8 Crystal Palace Park (DFOK) 

Thu 21 July ς 9 Hyde Park (LOK) 

Tue 26 July ς 10 Clapham Common (SLOW) 

Tue 9 Aug ς Richmond park (SLOW) 

Tue 16 Aug ς 11 Queen Mary (SLOW/CHIG) 

http://parkrace.org/


 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ IȅŘŜ tŀǊƪΣ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΣ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ wŜƎŜƴǘΩǎ tŀrk, Finsbury Park 

ŀƴŘ IƻǊǎŜƴŘŜƴ IƛƭƭΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ΧΦ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ 

the LOK Park Race venues: 

 

 
 

 

We have the planners, and once the permissions have been granted, just need a couple to 

help hang controls or take thŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ Χ ΨǎƛƳǇƭŜǎΩΗ 

 

North of the river Winter Street O 

 

LOK with  CHIG and HH are looking to run a mid-week street O league over the 2011/12 

ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΗ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ƻŦŦΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΥ 

¶ CHIG  Thursday 29 September 

¶ HH Thursday  27 October 

¶ LOK  Thursday  24 November 

¶ CHIG Thursday 26 January 

¶ HH Thursday 23 February 

¶ LOK Thursday 23 March 

 

²ŜΩŘ ōŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ CǊŜŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ IŀƳǇǎǘŜŀŘΩƛǎƘ Χ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘ 

ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ όŜΦƎΦ hȄŦƻǊŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘύΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ h ƳŀǇ 

(http://oobrien.com/oom/uk.php), add any of those little alleys it ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇΣ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘȅǇŜǎ 

(e.g. letter boxes, Blue Plaques, or quiz), and plan a one hour score event. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hȄŦƻǊŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ h ƳŀǇ Χ 

 

http://oobrien.com/oom/uk.php


 
 

Frolics 2011 

 
Whilst 2010 saw LOK lose the London Bus trophy to SLOW, ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƎŀƛƴ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ  DƭŜƴ WƻƴŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

be co-ordinating this pan-London series of five events. 

Dates are as follows: 

 

¶ SLOW ς 26th June 

¶ Happy Herts ς SATURDAY 2nd July 

¶ Mole Valley ς 10th July 

¶ LOK ς 17th July ς Hampstead Heath 

¶ DFOK ς 24th July 
 

Regents Park Event 

 

On Sunday 11th September LOK will be staging an ultra-sprint orienteering race in Regents 

tŀǊƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǊƛŜƴǘΩ{Ƙƻǿ ǊŀŎŜǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΦ 

This really is Orienteering, but not as we know it. Competitors will run three heats on 

courses of approximately 1km with a high density of controls, including sections in a 

specially constructed labyrinth. There will then be a set of finals involving all competitors. 

This high intensity orienteering will provide a challenge to all competitors as well as be a 

spectacle to watch.  Starts will be from around 10am and you will need to complete all three 

courses in your own time by 12:00.  Finals will follow shortly after. 

There will be a specially commissioned map but the scale has yet to be confirmed but will 

possibly be 1:2000.  

This really will be a unique event and quite a spectacle. To see how what the map and 

format could look like, here is an example of a map ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ hǊƛŜƴǘΩ{Ƙƻǿ ǊŀŎŜs in France. 


